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In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge that we live, work and play 
on the traditional territories of the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, 
Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Iyarhe Nakoda Nations, the Otipemisiwak Métis 
Government of the Métis Nation within Alberta Districts 5 and 6, and all 
people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 region of Southern Alberta.

RUNNING TIME 
Approximately 3 hours, including one 20-minute intermission

COMPOSER: Richard Wagner

FIRST PERFORMANCE: September 22, 1869 - Munich

PRODUCTION: Scenery, costumes, and properties for 
this production were constructed at the Minnesota Opera 
Shops and are owned by Minnesota Opera.

Welcome to the first performance of Wagner’s 
Das Rheingold in Calgary, and the final Main 
Stage work of Calgary Opera’s 51st season.
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CAST (In order of appearance)

Woglinde  JULIANA KRAJČOVIČ ††
Wellgunde  JUSTINE LEDOUX †
Flosshilde  YENNY LEE *
Alberich  BOAZ DANIEL *
Fricka  JILL GROVE *
Wotan  JAMES RUTHERFORD *
Freia  ANNA POMPEEVA *
Fasolt  GUIDO JENTJENS *
Fafner  KENNETH KELLOGG *
Froh  ELIAS THEOCHARIDIS †
Donner  CONNOR HOPPENBROUWERS †
Loge  RODELL ROSEL *
Mime  GORDON GIETZ
Erda  CATHERINE DANIEL *

Nibelungs CANTARÉ CHILDREN’S CHOIR

CREATIVE TEAM
Conductor   JONATHAN BRANDANI
Director   BRIAN STAUFENBIEL

Production Concept  BRIAN STAUFENBIEL
Calgary Lighting Design  SCOTT REID
Projections Design  DAVID MURAKAMI
Costume Design  MATHEW LEFEBVRE
Original Lighting Design  NICOLE PEARCE
Staging Associate  DAVID TORO
Head Coach & Répétiteur   EMILY HAMPER
Répétiteur   EVAN MOUNCE
Stage Manager   SHELBY-JAI FLICK
Assistant Stage Manager   KATE PALLESEN
Assistant Stage Manager   KENNEDY GREENE
Head of Props   KATE GREGGERSEN
Head of Wardrobe   HEATHER MOORE
Head of Hair and Wigs   FRANCA VACCARO
Head of Makeup   DANIELLE DAWSON
Director of Production   CODY STADEL
Technical Director   MURRAY PALMER
Assistant Technical Director   BRETT JOHNSON
Titles Operator   NICOLE BERGEN
Cantaré Children’s Choir   CATHERINE GLASER-CLIMIE 
   Artistic Director  

*Calgary Opera Debut

†Member of the 2023-2024 McPhee Artist Development Program

††Graduate of the McPhee Artist Development Program
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VIOLIN 1 
Diana Cohen
John Lowry
Donovan Seidle
Eric Auerbach
Olga Kotova
Maria van der Sloot
Genevieve Micheletti
Edmund Chung
Hojean Yoo
Lidia Hae ju lee
Isaac Willocks
 
VIOLIN 2
Lorna Tsai
Stephanie Soltice-
Johnson
Theresa Lane
Adriana Lebedovich
Erin Burkholder
Steven Lubiarz
Jeremy Gabbert
Min-Kyung Kwon
Craig Hutchenreuther
Karri Quan
 
VIOLA
Laurent Grillet-Kim
Marcin Swoboda
Michael Bursey
Jeremy Bauman
Jesse Morrison
Arthur Bachmann
Peter Blake
Alisa Klebanov
John Thompson
 

CELLO
Arnold Choi
Josue Valdepenas
Daniel Poceta
Clare Bradford
Kathleen de Caen
David Morrissey
Magdi Szebenyi
Thomas Megee
 
DOUBLE BASS
Sam Loeck
Jonathan Yeoh
Matthew Heller
Patrick Staples
Patricia Reid

FLUTE
Sara Hahn-Scinocco
Gwen Klassen
Sarah MacDonald

OBOE
Alex Klein
David Sussman
Katrina Kwantes-
Oliveira
 
CLARINET
Slavko Popovic
Jocelyn Colquhoun
Stan Climie

BASSOON 
Antoine St-Onge 
Michael Hope
John Feldberg 
 

HORN 
Nikolette LaBonte
Christine Beattie
Doug Umana
Maxwell Stein
Heather Wootton
Jennifer Frank
Laurie Matiation 

TRUMPET 
Adam Zinatelli 
Richard Scholz
Gareth Jones

TROMBONE 
James Scott
Kristofer Leslie
David Reid

TUBA 
Tom McCaslin 
 
TIMPANI 
Alex Cohen

PERCUSSION 
Malcolm Lim
Sean Buckley
Emily Hamper
Mel Kirby 

HARP 
Gianetta Baril

MUSIC DIRECTOR  
Rune Bergman
 
CONDUCTOR LAUREATE 
Roberto Minczuk

CALGARY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
Orchestra Chair: Mary Rozsa de Coquet  
A legacy of music excellence

The members of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra are members of The Calgary 
Musicians Association, Local 547 of the American Federation of Musicians of  the 
United States and Canada.

CANTARÉ CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Catherine Glaser-Climie, Artistic Director

Aili Argonza-Oberhoffner 
Tate Berko 
Zoe Cabrera 
Anthony Carlin 
Mark Carlin 
Beth Fidelack 

Rachel Gerling 
Katelyn Golinowski
Presley Hadden 
Lily Hofsink 
Sophia Hofsink 
Paige Kotlar

Nora Kotlar
Georgia Noel-Mackay 
Rafael Penacerrada
Abigail Prichard-McDougall
Julianna Cabanillas Rojas 
Micah Shiu
Clara Swinton
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SYNOPSIS
In ancient times, the ruler of the gods—Wotan—committed a primeval crime 
against Nature by harvesting a branch of the world ash tree after drinking from 
its well of wisdom. He exchanged an eye for the branch, which forms the shaft of 
his mighty spear. Engraved on this spear are contracts that established his 
supreme authority.

As the curtain rises on this mythic world, three water nymphs are frolicking in the 
depths of the River Rhine while guarding a precious treasure. Their water games 
are interrupted by the arrival of a lonely dwarf, Alberich, who seeks 
companionship. While the Rhine Daughters tease and torment Alberich and 
evade his attempts at seduction, they inadvertently reveal the secret power of 
the Rhinegold. Out of spite, Alberich renounces love and steals the gold, which 
sets in motion a series of world-changing consequences.

In the celestial realm of the gods, Wotan dreams of Valhalla, a castle worthy of 
the gods where warriors killed in battle spend their afterlife. Fricka, goddess of 
marriage and keeper of sacred vows, wakes her husband and reminds him of the 
terms of the construction agreement with the giants, Fasolt and Fafner, which 
includes the offer of Fricka’s sister Freia and her magic apples as collateral. When 
the giants arrive and request payment, Wotan haggles and demurs. Enraged by 
his failure to fulfill the terms of their contract, Fasolt and Fafner abduct Freia, 
promising to return her only after payment of a worthy ransom.

Wotan, accompanied by the enigmatic half-god Loge, descends into the 
subterranean depths of the dwarves’ kingdom Nibelheim to confront an 
embittered Alberich and secure payment for the giants. They first encounter his 
brother, Mime, who has been forced to work alongside the enslaved Nibelungs. 
Alberich emerges, gloating about his accumulated wealth, and is tricked into 
demonstrating the magical power of a helmet Mime has crafted. Wotan and Loge 
seize Alberich, the ring, the helmet, and the hoard of gold, and together they 
leave Nibelheim. 

The gods’ triumph is short-lived. Fricka beseeches Wotan to give up the accursed 
ring and all-knowing earth mother Erda warns of disastrous consequences, some 
of which transpire immediately.

As the gods cross the rainbow bridge towards Valhalla, the Rhine Daughters 
decry their loss — a harbinger of the reckoning to come, as the gods’ insatiable 
thirst for power sets in motion the cataclysmic forces of fate.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Wagner’s world of flawed gods, aspiring demi-gods, 
and power-mad dwarves presents a formidable 
challenge for modern sensibilities. So in mounting this 
production of Das Rheingold, I sought to connect 
Wagner’s mythical realm with the mysterious 
complexities of our technological era. The action takes 
place in a future where science and technology have 
caught up with nature, where the organic, the 
mechanical, and the digital have started to fuse. Indeed, 
the distinction between biological processes and 
industrial artifice has almost ceased to exist. Gods are 
part man, part machine, and dwarves aspire to reign 
supreme by mining the technology of the past — 
semiconductors and computers. Technology permeates 
all aspects of existence and identity, and status is 
measured by one’s degree of technological assimilation. 
 
In putting Rheingold on the stage, I was inspired by 
Wagner’s philosophy of Gesamtkunstwerk — complete 
work of art — and that accumulative notion informed 
the concept for this new production. The Jubilee 
Auditorium gave us the opportunity to integrate the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra into the scenic textures 
onstage, with the orchestra’s physical presence creating 
a musical-visual fabric. This freed us to use the split-
level pit to represent the Rhine River and the 
underworld of Nibelheim. As you’ll see, the singers and 
orchestra will be immersed in luminous projections, 
images that create a framework of backstories and 
enhance Wagner’s expansive compositional technique 
— leitmotifs — to support and develop the storytelling.
 
Wagner considered Das Rheingold a prelude (vorspiel) 
to the three operas that followed, making the complete 
Ring Cycle. In Rheingold we see the creation of the 
magic ring and are introduced to the salient elements 
that propel the entire cycle. It’s an epic story that very 
much has the power to speak to our time. 
 
-Brian Staufenbiel
Director. Concept Design

Das Rheingold. Minnesota Opera, 2016. Photo Cory Weaver.
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BIOGRAPHIES

BRIAN STAUFENBIEL | DIRECTOR, CONCEPT DESIGN

Brian Staufenbiel is the creative director for Opera Parallèle 
where he has directed and spearheaded the conceptual 
designs of the company’s productions since it was 
founded in 2010. Specializing in multimedia, immersive, 
and interdisciplinary productions, he actively works across 
a wide range of artistic disciplines collaborating in film 
and with media designers, choreographers and dancers, 

circus and fabric artists, and designer fabricators. Staufenbiel’s recent projects 
include Golijov and Hwang’s Ainadamar for L’Opéra De Montréal, a new production 
of Moravec and Campbell’s The Shining for Opera Parallèle and Atlanta Opera, 
Wagner’s Das Rheingold for Seattle Opera, a fully immersive experience of Talbot 
and Scheer’s Everest for Opera Parallèle, and a documentary about the life of 
Frederica Von Stade with Paper Wings Films.

JONATHAN BRANDANI | CONDUCTOR

Conductor Jonathan Brandani was appointed Calgary 
Opera’s Artistic director in September 2021. Recent 
engagements include opera productions and concert 
appearances at Gothenburg Opera (Sweden), Meininger 
Hofkapelle (Germany), the Bregenzer Festspiele (Austria), 
the Danish Royal Opera House Copenhagen (with soprano 
Angela Gheorghiu), Teatro Comunale di Bologna (Italy), 

Théatre Royal de Wallonie-Liège (Belgium), Teatro Lirico di Cagliari (Italy). From 
2014-2019 he was Associate Conductor of Minnesota Opera (USA), and from 2017-
2020 he was Principal Guest Conductor of Daegu Opera House (South Korea). 
Upcoming engagements in the 24-25 season include Don Giovanni and a double-bill 
of Bluebeard’s Castle and Gianni Schicchi for Calgary Opera, as well as The Barber 
of Seville at the Opera Theatre St. Louis (USA).

JAMES RUTHERFORD | WOTAN

This season, James Rutherford will be seen as Der Holländer 
(Der Fliegender Holländer) and Faninal (Der Rosenkavalier) 
for Deutsche Oper am Rhein; and Wotan (Die Walküre) 
with the Hangzhou Philharmonic/Markus Stenz. He adds 
the role of Rocco (Fidelio) to his repertoire in a tour with 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic/Dudamel. Described as “the 
role of a lifetime” (Das Opernmagazin), the part of Wotan 

has been fundamental to James’ career. He first performed the role to much critical 
acclaim at Oper Frankfurt, conducted by Sebastian Weigle in 2016. Since then, he 
has performed Das Rheingold and Die Walküre at the Budapest Wagner Festival/A. 
Fischer, Das Rheingold for Hamburgische Staatsoper/Nagano, Die Walküre at 
Tanglewood/Nelsons and Teatro Real/Heras-Casado.
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BOAZ DANIEL | ALBERICH

Boaz Daniel was born in Tel-Aviv, where in 1996 he 
graduated from the Rubin Academy of Music and after 
moving to Vienna he completed a second degree at the 
Vienna Conservatory. Mr. Daniel has been connected to 
the Wiener Staatsoper since 1998 where he has performed 
a wide repertoire including Falstaff (Ford), Tristan 
und Isolde (Kurwenal), Lohengrin (Heerrufer), Parsifal 

(Klingsor), Hänsel und Gretel (Peter Besenbinder), Madama Butterfly (Sharpless), 
Manon Lescaut (Lescaut), Le Nozze di Figaro (Graf), L´Elisir d´Amore (Belcore), I 
Puritani (Riccardo), Simone Boccanegra (Paolo), La Boheme (Marcello), Lucia di 
Lammermoor, Die Fledermaus, La Juive, Pique Dame (Yeletzky), Faust (Valentin), 
Don Carlo (Posa), Götterdämmerung (Gunther) and Un ballo in maschera (Renato).

RODELL ROSEL | LOGE

Originally from the Philippines, Grammy-nominated tenor 
Rodell Aure Rosel appears regularly in major opera houses, 
including the Metropolitan Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
Los Angeles Opera, Houston Grand Opera, and Royal Opera 
House. He is primarily known for his superb portrayals of 
character roles: Monostatos, Goro, Mime and Loge, Basilio, 
Tanzmeister, Spoletta, and the Four Servants in The Tales of 

Hoffmann. He made his Metropolitan Opera debut as Valzacchi in Der Rosenkavalier, 
opposite Renee Fleming, Susan Graham, and Sir Thomas Allen. He originated the 
roles of Ong Chi Seng in Paul Moravec’s The Letter at Santa Fe Opera, as well as 
Anthony Candolino in Terrence McNally and Jake Heggie’s Great Scott at Dallas 
Opera.

GORDON GIETZ | MIME

Gordon Gietz began his career in the chorus of Calgary 
Opera.  He created the role of Stingo in Sophie’s Choice at 
London’s Covent Garden. He appeared as Don Ottavio (Don 
Giovanni), Cassio (Otello) and Alfred (Die Fledermaus) at 
the Opéra National de Paris and created Yonas in the 
world première of Kaija Saariaho’s Adriana Mater. Gietz 
made his La Scala debut as Chevalier in Dialogues des 

Carmélites, returning for A Midsummer Night’s Dream as Lysander, his debut role 
at Glyndebourne and the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona. Other highlights 
include Die Nase at the Metropolitan Opera, Steva in Jenufa at the Châtelet and 
Madrid’s Teatro Real, Hoffmann in Marseille and Béatrice et Bénédict with the New 
York Philharmonic, Teatro Communale, Bologna and the Santa Fe Opera.

JILL GROVE | FRICKA

This season, mezzo-soprano Jill Grove sings Klytaemnestra 
in Elektra with Dallas Opera, Fricka in Das Rheingold with 
Calgary Opera, Mamma Lucia in Cavalleria rusticana with 
Kansas City Opera, and Gertrude in Romeo et Juliette with 
Washington National Opera. Recent credits include: Witch 
in Hansel und Gretel (Lyric Opera of Chicago); Ježibaba 
in Rusalka (Portland Opera); Madame Armfeldt in A Little 

Night Music (Arizona Opera); Governess in Pique Dame (Metropolitan Opera, 
Lyric Opera of Chicago); Klytaemnestra in Elektra (Minnesota Opera); Fortune 
Teller in Arabella and Mamma Lucia in Cavalleria Rusticana (San Francisco Opera); 
and Ježibaba in Rusalka, Filippyevna in Eugene Onegin, Klytaemnestra in Elektra, 
Margret in Wozzeck, Die Amme in Die Frau ohne Schatten, Erda in Das Rheingold, 
and Countess Geschwitz in Lulu (Lyric Opera of Chicago).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Je%252525C5%252525BEibaba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Je%252525C5%252525BEibaba
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CATHERINE DANIEL | ERDA

Career highlights for Ms. Daniel include the role of Emelda 
Griffiths in Grammy Award-winner Terence Blanchard’s 
Champion (l’Opéra de Montréal), debuting Klytemnestra in 
Edmonton Opera’s Elektra, Elisabetta in Donizetti’s Maria 
Stuarda (Knoxville Opera) and debuting at Carnegie Hall 
as a soloist in Haydyn’s Mass in Time of War. Catherine 
recently returned from Theater Erfurt where she sang 

Jezibaba in Rusalka. In 2020 Ms. Daniel made her Opera Tampa debut in the title 
role of Carmen. She has studied voice with Tracy Dahl at the University of Manitoba, 
and completed her Master’s degree at the University of Alberta with John Tessier. 
Catherine was a member of the Atelier Lyrique de l’Opéra de Montréal, and later 
became a member of the Opera Studio Nederlands in Amsterdam. 

CONNOR HOPPENBROUWERS | DONNER

Baritone Connor Hoppenbrouwers recently made his debut 
as a soloist with the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and 
is in his second season of Calgary Opera’s McPhee Artist 
Development Program. Originally from Edmonton, Connor 
began his studies with John Tessier and continued on with J. 
Patrick Raftery. Prominent roles for Connor include Belcore 
in The Elixir of Love, Paul Jobs in The (R)evolution of Steve 

Jobs, Dancaïre in Carmen with Calgary Opera (2022/23), Count Almaviva in Le 
Nozze di Figaro with the University of British Columbia Opera Workshop, Papageno 
in Die Zauberflöte with The University of Alberta Opera Workshop, and as a soloist 
with The Alberta Baroque Ensemble. An avid musician, Connor also performs 
regularly with orchestras and jazz bands as a double bassist.

ELIAS THEOCHARIDIS | FROH

Toronto-born tenor Elias Theocharidis, now in his 2nd year 
of the McPhee Artist Development Program, received an 
Audience Encouragement award and the Audience Prize 
at the Metropolitan Opera’s Laffont competition (Western 
Canada District). Recent roles include Nemorino in Calgary 
Opera’s The Elixir of Love, Malcolm in Macbeth, Bénédict in 
Berlioz’s Béatrice et Bénédict, and The Prince in their touring 

production of Cinderella adapted by Rob Herriot. Other notable roles include Don 
José in Peter Brook’s La Tragédie de Carmen, Don Ottavio in Mozart’s Don Giovanni, 
Mr. Rushworth in the Canadian Premiere of Jonathan Dove’s Mansfield Park, and 
Nemorino in Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore. In 2019, he was the tenor soloist in Mozart’s 
Requiem with the Toronto Sinfonietta under Maestro Matthew Jaskiewicz. 

GUIDO JENTJENS | FASOLT

Born in Geldern, Germany, Guido Jentjens studied at the 
Musikhochschule Köln and began his singing career at the 
Opera Studio of the Deutsche Oper am Rhein in Düsseldorf. 
From 2005 to 2013 Guido Jentjens was an ensemble 
member of the Staatstheater Nürnberg. Other permanent 
and guest engagements have taken him to Augsburg, Erfurt, 
Karlsruhe and Wiesbaden, as well as to the opera houses 

in Bielefeld. Krefeld/Mönchengladbach, Kassel, Halle, Würzburg, Dortmund, Essen 
and others. Guido Jentjens’ repertoire includes all great Wagnerian bass and bass-
baritone roles such as König Heinrich (Lohengrin), Hans Sachs and Pogner (Die 
Meistersinger von Nürnberg), Landgraf Hermann (Tannhäuser), Hunding (Walküre), 
Daland (Der fliegende Holländer), Gurnemanz (Parsifal) and König Marke (Tristan 
and Isolde), Hagen (Götterdämmerung) and Wotan (Rheingold).
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KENNETH KELLOGG | FAFNER

American bass Kenneth Kellogg’s recent engagements 
include Basilio (Il Barbiere di Siviglia) at San Francisco 
Opera; Grand Inquisator/Phillippe II (Don Carlo) and Bartolo 
(Le Nozze di Figaro) both at Maryland Lyric Opera; Rocco 
(Fidelio) at North Carolina Opera; Raimondo (Lucia de 
Lammermoor) at Madison Opera and Ramfis (Aida) at 
Detroit Opera. Past highlights include the role of Father 

(Blue) at Dutch National Opera and at English National Opera; he inaugurated the 
role, written for him by composer Jeanine Tesori and librettist Tazewell Thompson. 
Other past hilights include Fafner (Das Rheingold) and the title role in X: The Life 
and Times of Malcolm X at Seattle Opera. He has recently been named the inaugural 
Artistic Ambassador at Seattle Opera.

ANNA POMPEEVA | FREIA

Soprano Anna Pompeeva was a regular performer at the 
Kharkiv Opera and Ballet for over 10 years, where hilights 
included Desdemona (Otello), Leonora (Il trovatore), Tosca 
(Tosca), Lisa (Pique Dame), Contessa (Le nozze di Figaro), 
Donna Anna and Donna Elvira (Don Giovanni), and Aida 
(Aida). As a soloist, she has toured in Spain, the Netherlands, 
Hungary and Poland. Ms. Pompeeva was born in Ukraine, 

where she studied at the Kharkiv National I. P. Kotlyarevsky University of the Arts, 
graduating in 2012 with a specialty in academic singing, then pursued postgraduate 
studies.  In competition, she recently won the Montecatini Opera Academy 
International Competition (Montecatini, Italy (2022), and the Citta di Alessandria 
International Music Competition (Mozart Italy Association, Bologna, Italy, 2021)

JULIANA KRAJČOVIČ | WOGLINDE

Ottawa-born Slovak-Canadian soprano Juliana Krajčovič 
is a recent graduate of the McPhee Artist Program with 
Calgary Opera. Past engagements include Lady-in-Waiting 
(Macbeth), Héro (Béatrice et Bénédict), Sally (Stone Soup), 
Annina (La Traviata), Princess (L’Enfant et les Sortilèges) 
(Calgary Opera); Susanna (Il segreto di Susanna), Marcellina 
(Le nozze di Figaro) (University of Toronto Opera), 

Donna Anna (Don Giovanni) (University of Ottawa), Tatiana (Eugene Onegin), 
Suor Angelica (Suor Angelica) (Shooting Stars’ Operatic Showcase). Concert 
performances include Webern’s 6 Lieder nach Gedichten von Georg Trakl (UofO’s 
CME), and Soprano Soloist in Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang (UOSO). She is the winner 
of the ORMTA Young Artist Competition in 2018, the Finalist Prize in the 2019 Brian 
Law Competition, and the Richard Bradshaw Graduate Fellowship in Opera.

JUSTINE LEDOUX | WELLGUNDE

French Canadian mezzo-soprano, Justine Ledoux, captivates 
audiences with the depth of her heartfelt performances, 
her velvety vocal timbre, and her magnetic stage presence. 
A Conservatoire de musique de Montréal alumna, she is 
completing her second season in Calgary Opera’s McPhee 
Artist Development Program. Operatic roles have included 
Marcellina in Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro, Mercédès in 

Bizet’s Carmen, Béatrice and Ursule in Berlioz’s Béatrice et Bénédict, Cendrillon 
in Massenet’s Cendrillon, the Stepmother in Glass and Moran’s The Juniper Tree 
and Rosina in Rossini’s Il barbiere di Siviglia. Justine will be joining the Atelier 
Lyrique de l’Opéra de Montréal for the 2024-2025 season, where she will be singing 
La Tasse / La Libellule in Ravel’s L’Enfant et les Sortilèges.
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YENNY LEE | FLOSSHILDE

Yenny (Yeeun) Lee is a Korean-Canadian mezzo soprano 
who has been recognized both nationally and internationally, 
representing Canada in the prestigious competitions 
including the Belvedere International Competition and 
Concorso Viotti. Lee has graduated the University of British 
Columbia with Director’s Prize, and won at Vancouver 
International Music Competition (1st place), and the 

Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition (District winner & People’s choice). Lee 
was critically acclaimed with her performance as Hoisan Singer in the world-
premiered opera Chinatown by Alice Ho in 2022. Her performances have been 
praised for her technical skill, expressive interpretation, and her ability to connect 
with audiences on an emotional level.

EMILY HAMPER | HEAD COACH & RÉPÉTITEUR

Originally from Vancouver, Emily is one of Canada’s most 
highly regarded vocal coaches and has worked for opera 
companies across Canada and abroad. As a collaborator for 
voice recitals, she has partnered many of Canada’s finest 
singers at Zoomer TV, the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, 
L’Opéra National de Paris, the Canadian Opera Company, 
Queensland Music Festival, and countless other venues. She 

is an alumna of UBC, the University of Toronto and Merola opera programs, and 
winner of the Best Collaborative Pianist Prize at the Eckhardt-Gramatté National 
Music Competition (Voice). Emily continues to serve on the coaching staff of the 
Institute for Young Dramatic Voices, and will join the music staff at the Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis for their 2024 Festival.

EVAN MOUNCE | RÉPÉTITEUR

Calgary-based pianist and vocal coach Evan Mounce is 
in demand as a leader and collaborator. Evan is Assistant 
Chorus Director of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, 
newly appointed Répétiteur with Calgary Opera, and 
Director of Music at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. As a 
vocal coach Evan has worked with kd lang, preparing her for 
her 25th anniversary tour of Ingenue. Recent collaborations 

include work with Luminous Voices, Spiritus Chamber Choir, and Edmonton Opera. 
With his wife Laura Brandt, Evan has presented numerous recitals including for 
the Mountain View International Festival of Song and Chamber Music, the ProArts 
Recital Series, and together they have performed on two river cruises from 
Budapest to Amsterdam as ambassadors of Calgary Opera.

SCOTT REID | LIGHTING DESIGN

Scott Reid is a Calgary-based designer who is happy to be 
back designing for Calgary Opera.  Some of his previous 
Calgary Opera credits include Macbeth, Eugene Onegin, Die 
Tote Stadt, The Flying Dutchman, Otello, as well as several 
productions for the McPhee Artist Development program.  
He recently designed The Pearl Fishers, directed by Rachel 
Peake, for Vancouver Opera.  In addition to opera, Scott 

designs for theatre and dance at such places as Theatre Calgary, Alberta Ballet, 
Vertigo Theatre, The Citadel Theatre (Edmonton), ATP, and The Shakespeare 
Company, to name a few.  scottreiddesign.com
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DAVID MURAKAMI | PROJECTION DESIGN

David Murakami is a projection designer and film director 
focused on the union between the cinematic and theatrical. 
Recent productions include Ainadamar at Opéra de 
Montréal, Everest at Dallas Opera, Elektra at Minnesota 
Opera, Luis Valdez’ Zoot Suit and Valley of the Heart at the 
Mark Taper Forum, The Shining and La Belle et la Bête with 
Opera Parallèle, Rigoletto with Pacific Symphony. Other 

companies include Arizona Opera, Atlanta Opera, Berkshire Theatre, Celebration 
Theatre, Des Moines Metro Opera, East West Players, LA Opera, LINES Ballet, Lyric 
Opera of Kansas City, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Presidio Theatre, Riyadh Season, 
Seattle Opera. David is a proud member of United Scenic Artists 829 and teaches at 
the University of California, Irvine. www.davidmurakami.com.

DAVID TORO | STAGING ASSOCIATE

Latino American director David Radamés Toro applies 
his backgrounds in music and mime to create innovative 
opera productions. He has worked at companies such as 
Minnesota Opera, the Wexford Opera Festival, Seattle Opera, 
and Washington National Opera. An admirer of modern 
era opera, David has had the privilege of directing 21st 
century works such as Cruzar la Cara de la Luna (director, 

Minneapolis Opera & Austin Opera), Dead Man Walking (Opera Idaho, 2022), The 
Shining (Opera Colorado, 2022), Glory Denied (Opera Fayetteville, 2020), and Flight 
(Minnesota Opera, 2020).  He also enjoys directing opera for young audiences and 
has done so with Tri-Cities Opera, Minnesota Opera, and Opera Saratoga.

SHELBY-JAI FLICK | STAGE MANAGER

For Calgary Opera (select):The Elixir of Love, The Marriage 
of Figaro, Macbeth, The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs, Carmen, 
La Traviata, The Merry Widow, Opera Labs, Norma, La 
Bohème. Favourite credits include: As You Like It (Theatre 
Calgary), Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, The Nutcracker, 
Cinderella, La Fille mal gardée, The Sleeping Beauty, The 
Seagull (National Ballet of Canada); The Two Gentlemen 

of Verona, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, Julius Caesar, 
The Importance of Being Earnest, West Side Story (Stratford Festival); Mimi, 
Courageous, If We Were Birds (Tarragon Theatre). Outside the theatre: The Tokyo 
2020 and Rio 2016 Olympic Games. Film work including Prey (Disney), My Life With 
The Walter Boys (Netflix), and the upcoming series The Abandons (Netflix).

MATHEW J. LEFEBVRE | COSTUME DESIGN

Engagements: Costume Designer, Elektra, Das Rheingold, 
La Fanculla del West, The Magic Flute (The Minnesota 
Opera); more than 20 productions since 1998, including 
A Christmas Carol, The Music Man, Pride and Prejudice, 
Sweeney Todd, 1776, and She Loves Me (Guthrie Theater); 
more than 20 productions since 2000 including Jitney, 
Fences, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, and Pipeline, (Penumbra 

Theatre Company); Other regional credits include: Signature Theatre Company, New 
York Theatre Workshop, Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, Arizona Theatre Company, 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Indiana Rep, Arkansas Rep, Seattle Opera, Opera 
Montreal, and Mixed Blood Theatre. Awards include: 2014-2015 McKnight Theatre 
Artist Fellowship, 2012 TDF-Irene Sharaff Award, and a 2015 Ivey Award. Professor 
of Costume Design at the University of Minnesota.
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KENNEDY GREENE | ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

For Calgary Opera: Carmen, La Traviata, The Brothers 
Grimm, Hansel & Gretel, Everest, Rigoletto, South 
Pacific, Turandot, Filumena. Kennedy is thrilled to be back 
at Calgary Opera! She is a Calgary based Stage Manager, 
a self-proclaimed stationery nerd and theatre brat. Other 
select credits include: As You Like It, The Mousetrap, Jimmy 
Buffett’s Escape to Margaritaville, Lady Day at Emerson’s 

Bar and Grill (Theatre Calgary); Naughty But Nice TenMas!, Naughty But Nice 9, 
LIVE! (Forte Musical Theatre Guild); Many Mothers, Seven Skies (Many Mothers 
Collective); Allergic to Water (Wee Witches/Inside Out Theatre); STRUCK (Ghost 
River Theatre); Heaven, Flight Risk (Lunchbox); Kim’s Convenience (ATP/ Arts 
Club); Assassinating Thompson (Lunchbox/Inside Out Theatre); 80’s Solid Gold, 
Spamalot, Chicago, Gameshow (StageWest); The Thin Man, The Hollow (Vertigo). 

KATE PALLESEN | ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

Kate has been actively working on operas, plays, and live 
events across Alberta since graduating from the University 
of Lethbridge with a BFA in Technical/Design Theatre in 
2017. Kate has toured across Canada as the Stage Manager 
for bliss: the birthday party play (Verb Theatre), touring to 
Victoria’s Uno Fest and to Ottawa’s National Arts Centre. 
Select credits include: L’Elisir d’Amore, Béatrice et Bénédict, 

Macbeth, La Traviata, La Bohème, Amahl and the Night Visitors (Calgary Opera), 
Ghost Opera (Old Trout Puppet Workshop/Calgary Opera), The Black Bonspiel of 
Wullie MacCrimmon, The Jungle Book (Alberta Theatre Projects), STRUCK (Ghost 
River Theatre), The Thin Man, The Drowning Girls (Vertigo Theatre). Kate would like 
to thank her colleagues, family, and husband Derek for their constant support. 

UNDERSTUDIES

Fricka
Wotan
Erda 

CATHERINE DANIEL
GUIDO JENTJENS
YENNY LEE

50/50
RAFFLE

Deadline for purchase May 1, 2024 at 11:59 pm. 
Draw date May 3, 2024.
AGLC License #684758

Must be an Alberta Resident and 18+ to enter

Please visit calgaryopera.com/raffle for full details

Das Rheingold. Minnesota Opera, 2016. Photo Cory Weaver.
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JUST DESSERTS

THE WITTY SQUIRREL
Music by Nino Rota
Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte 

November 29 - December 8, 2024
Mamdani Opera Centre

LIGHTS. CAMERA. ACTION!

DON PASQUALE
Music by Gaetano Donizetti 
Libretto by Giovanni Ruffi  ni

February 1, 5 & 7, 2025

SECRETS. LIES. CONSEQUENCES. 

BLUEBEARD’S CASTLE 
& GIANNI SCHICCHI
Music by Béla Bartók & Giacomo Puccini
Librettos by Béla Balázs & Giovacchino Forzano

April 5, 9 & 11, 2025

A WOLF IN GENTLEMEN’S 
CLOTHING 

DON GIOVANNI
Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte

NOVEMBER 2, 6 & 8, 2024

2024/25 SEASON

OPERA EVENTS 
& EXPERIENCES
With much more for curious minds to explore. 
Including:

• UP CLOSE & OVER EASY - OPERA BRUNCH
• POLEGATO & VAN MOURIK IN RECITAL
• AFTER DARK
• ARIAS & ALES
• SERIOUS FAMILY FUN
• UNPACKING OPERA
• AND MORE...

RENEW OR PURCHASE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY!
Individual tickets are available in the public June 10, 2024

For a full calendar and descriptions of all of our 2024/25 Season off erings, please visit:

CALGARYOPERA.COM
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For details and tickets,  
visit calgaryphil.com

Joshua Bell:  
One Night Only
8 June 2024 / 7:30PM 
Jack Singer Concert Hall

©
 Shervin Lainez
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Dry-Cleaning
Freshly Folded Service 

In partnership with “Dan and the Gang” 
FREE Pick Up and Delivery

403-262-3791 

www.towercleaners.ca
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INTERESTED IN A UNIQUE 
SPONSORSHIP EXPERIENCE?

Calgary Opera’s corporate engagement 
opportunities may be just the ticket.

Volunteer Opportunities
Looking for ways to engage your employees in the 
community? There are many ways your employees can serve 
Calgary Opera while promoting corporate investment and 
elevating your brand.

Corporate Hosting
Give clients, investors, or employees an immersive cultural 
experience at a Main Stage production. Treat your guests to 
complimentary parking and coat check, access to Calgary 
Opera’s VIP lounge pre-show and during intermission, along 
with premium theatre seats. Our concierge hosting allows 
you to spend quality time with your guests, ensuring a 
memorable experience. 

Corporate Sponsorship
Sponsorships significantly impact Calgary Opera’s success both 
on the Main Stage and in the community. Let us work with you to 
determine a mutually beneficial alignment for your community 
investment or a valuable marketing opportunity. A recognition 
and benefits package for sponsorship can include program ads, 
logo inclusions, and social media acknowledgements, as well as 
VIP tickets, special receptions, and access to artists and creative 
leaders.

Want to learn more? 
To discuss how you can engage as a corporate partner, please contact 
Associate Director of Development, Stephanie Kallay at 403-802-3409 
or skallay@calgaryopera.com 
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Suren VoskanyanSalvador Dalí

Art Evolution is an International 
Fine Art Company that operates 
major exhibitions and public art 
installations around the World.
Whether for investment or you 
are simply an art lover, our 
extraordinary range of artworks 
cover every price point and 
subject matter. 

“You won’t believe your eyes!“
208 1st St W, Cochrane   (403) 851 - 4544   www.artevolution.com 

Vilem Zach Toller Cranston

ALBERTA'S VOICE FOR 

CKUA.com/shows
VIEW THE SCHEDULE

CLASSICALCLASSICALCLASSICAL
Classic Examples

Classical Connections
Sunday Breakfast

Raising Voices

Explore
instrumental,

orchestral,
chamber, and
choral music 
with CKUA.

Mon-Thurs, 8-10pm
Saturday, 6-8am
Sunday, 6-9am
Sunday, 6-8 pm



21

RICHARD WAGNER (1813—1883) 

Revolutionary. Egomaniac. Influencer. Antisemite. Philanderer. 
Historian. Debtor. Agitator. Human. Opera’s Sacred Monster. 

Composer and librettist Richard Wagner set out to change the world 
every time he put ink to paper. He spent 28 years crafting the Ring 
Cycle: a four-opera epic of escalating crimes against humanity and the 
natural world that he believed could be healed by all-encompassing, 
infinite love. Das Rheingold is the first opera in the Cycle. 

Beyond his musical and theatrical works, Wagner designed and built 
the Bayreuth opera house and summer festival, radically altered the 
theatrical environment, invented musical instruments, fled lenders, 
escaped arrest, lived in exile, and launched a family dynasty that remains 
in charge at Bayreuth today. 

He was also a deeply flawed human being, one of many prominent 
and outspoken antisemites in Western society at that time. He wrote, 
published, and re-published articles whose concepts and conclusions we 
condemn in the strongest terms today.  

Decades after his death and further complicating his legacy, 
family members befriended Adolf Hitler, who visited and attended 
performances at Bayreuth between 1923 and 1940. 

Reckoning with divisive figures like Wagner means holding opposing 
truths and examining complex histories through a lens of contemporary 
perspective. We believe there is still much to learn from Das Rheingold 
and other powerful works of art that critique the best and worst of 
humanity and offer inspiring world-changing lessons for us all. 

Calgary Opera is committed to constructive debate and with this 
production, launches a new web feature that explores and reckons with 
injustices related to creators, storylines, and other historical elements of 
the works we perform. 

Please visit CalgaryOpera.com/Context for more information and links 
to resources.

IN CONTEXT



22

BTMI Calgary Opera 5.75x8.75 Sep23.indd   2 15/09/2023   15:37
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY: KADIE HUMMEL
WWW.KADIEHUMMELPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

WWW.THEBROWNSTONEYYC.COM

“First we eat 
then we do everything else…” 

– MFK Fisher
WWW.FOOD-WORKS.CA
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CALGARY’S PREMIER LIGHT & ART FESTIVAL
IN THE BELTLINE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF VICTORIA PARK

September 26-28, 2024
www.victoriapark.org/night-light #nightlightvicpark

For Artist & Sponsor Inquiries contact 
nightlight@victoriapark.org@nightlight_vicpark

FREE
FAMILY FREINDLY
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STUDIO BELL, HOME OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CENTRE     850 4 STREET SE CALGARY     STUDIOBELL.CA

CELEBRATE CANADA’S
MUSICAL ICONS
FEATURING MEMORABILIA FROM YOUR
FAVOURITE CANADIAN SUPERSTARS.

CANADIAN
COUNTRY MUSIC 
HALL OF FAME
Celebrate past 
legends and new 
inductees, including 
Jason McCoy and 
Brian Edwards.

CANADIAN 
SONGWRITERS 
HALL OF FAME
Honour the artists 
behind Canada’s 
timeless hit songs, 
from “Big Yellow Taxi” 
to “Born to Be Wild.”

ADISQ
HALL OF
FAME
Discover Québec’s 
iconic music-makers 
through exclusive 
photographs, videos, 
and more.

CANADIAN
MUSIC HALL
OF FAME
Explore instruments 
and artifacts from 
inductees, including 
Neil Young, Shania 
Twain, and more.
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BUD AND MARIAN 
WILLIAMS - A 
LEGACY OF GIVING 

Robert (“Bud”) Williams and Marian 
(Hansine) Willams fell in love over 
music. It had been part of each 
of their lives before they met and 
remained a mutual passion during 
their time together. Bud and his 
late first wife, Mary Makar Williams, 
were integral in the early stages 
of the development of the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra. When Bud 
met Marian, she was playing the violin 
and viola in Calgary’s Civic Symphony.

Bud was a Calgarian through and through. He was born in Calgary, 
graduated from the University of Alberta (Calgary) in 1943 with a 
degree in Medicine, and after serving his country as a Captain in the 
Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps in WWII, returned to Calgary where 
he practiced medicine until his retirement. Despite a very busy surgical 
practice, Bud was a dedicated patron of the Arts. In addition to his role 
with the Calgary Philharmonic, Bud was one of the founders of Calgary 
Opera, serving as the organization’s Board Chair from 1974 to 1976. 

Marian, too, was a staunch supporter of both the Calgary Philharmonic 
and Calgary Opera. When Calgary Opera started a program for 
emerging artists in 2005, Marian became an avid “adopter” of young 
singers. She adamantly believed they were the future of opera, and 
their unbridled energy brought her great joy - especially if they loved 
cats and scotch! Bud passed away in December 2010 and Marian kept 
Bud’s legacy alive through a perpetual commitment to Calgary Opera 
and its Emerging Artist Program, renamed in 2021 as the McPhee Artist 
Development Program, in honour of Bob McPhee, whom Marian fondly 
referred to as “my Bobby.” 

The final Calgary Opera performance Marian attended was The 
R(evolution) of Steve Jobs in February 2023. She told a former staff 
member and very good friend, “I am glad it wasn’t a classic, because I 
didn’t want to cry”. Marian passed away 11 days later at age 90. 

Bud and Marian’s passion has been kept alive with a legacy gift in 
support of the McPhee Artist Development Program. It is perhaps fitting 
that this production has the Calgary Philharmonic and Calgary Opera 
sharing the stage.
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NAMING BENEFACTOR 
MAMDANI OPERA CENTRE
Riaz Mamdani

ORCHESTRA CHAIR
Mary Rozsa de Coquet

CHORUS SPONSOR
Averil Cook

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE
Jenny Belzberg

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
$25,000+
Andrea Brussa
Theresa Coady
Terence Dalgleish
Don Edie & Susan McCutcheon
Eleanor Gabriele
Jacqueline Pyke & Evan Hazell
Rochelle Rabinovitz
Clarice Siebens
Monica Sloan & John Evison
Joanne Stalinski

PLATINUM  
$11,000 +
Leslie Dort
Beverley & David Foy
Carol Gray
Lorna Hruby
Christel & Ben Johansson
Verne & Dawn Johnson
David & Joyce Keith
Stephen Mahler & Nancy Hicks Mahler
Tyler Rolheiser & Stephanie Dotchin
Joan & Geoffrey Simmins
Don Swystun & Kerrie Penney
Sheila Wappel-McLean & Brent McLean

GOLD  
$6,000 - $10,999
Anne J. Brown & Bob Beaty
Jo Anne & James Britton
Gloria Chayka
Anthony Giuffre
Juri & Helle Kraav 
Jeffrey V. Kahane
Jack & Sandra Lee
Dr. Anitra Mamen
Alex Osten
Ruth & Garry Ramsden-Wood 
Greta Raymond
Greg Szuch 
Henriette & Kees Van Ittersum

SILVER 
$3,000 - $5,999
One Anonymous Donor
Tina Antony & Tom Stepper
David & Gwen Baker
Irene Maria Bakker
Marian & Paul Beer
Susan Bennett & Carl Calantone
Dr. Ken Blair & Rev. James Farrell
Gerda Bloemraad
Peter Claghorn & Brenda Lang
Brenda Corbett & Stephen Goudey
Graham & Maureen Davies
Lilien Dobish
Sue Elliott
Michael Fawcett
Tibor Fekete
J.M. Griesdale, Janet Griesdale Fund
Jeffrey Hamilton & Amanda Hall 
Lynda Hay
Dr. Evelyn Jain
Jalal Jetha 
Kevin Konynenbelt
Letha MacLachlan
Lachlin & Julianne McKinnon
Russell & Victoria McKinnon

Pat Moore
Karen Prentice
Dr. Lorne & Beth Price
Gordon & Debbie Ritchie
Gordon Ross & Richard Cote
Cynthia Sim
Arlene Strom & Colin Jackson
Elizabeth Valencia-Godinez & Tomas 
Godinez-Luna
Jerilyn Wright

BRONZE 
$2,000 - $2,999
Two Anonymous Donors
Steve Clark
Andreas & Cheryl Cordsen
Deborah Cullen
Lynne Curzon
Tony & Gillean Daffern
Paul English & Marion Woodman
Bonny Fox
Eldon Godfrey
Henry Heuver
Sharie Hunter
Bruce & Janis Morrison
John & Jean Partridge
Joanne Ruitenschild & Frank Tosto
James Stanford
Nancy J. Tice
Martin & Theresa Trotter
Terry & Anne Wilson  
Ariane Young

CORE 
$1,500 - $1,999
Andy Chrichton & Michele Kalny
Georgina Clark
Stan Climie & Catherine Glaser-Climie
Marilyn Conley
Brent & Karen Cooper
David Daly
Bill & Anne-Marie Duma
Gary & Jamie Gelfand 
Patricia Glenn & John Holgate
Paul & Patricia Godard
Niki & Craig Golinowski
Mark & Nancy Heule
Mirela Hiti 
James A. Hughes
Carrol Jaques & Bob Loov
Helen & John Kelly
Madeleine King Taylor & Robert Taylor
Zelma Kiss & Chris McAviney
Art Korpach
Catherine & Michael Loughlean
Cynthia Milsom & Donald McLean
Roger Mapp
Kathleen McNally-Leitch & George 
Leitch
Alan & Geri Moon
Tony Settari
Gordon Sombrowski & Kevin Allen
Nureen Sumar
Monique Tobicoe
Ingrid Vicas
Kimberly Westman & Corran Hockey
Dori Wood

SUSTAINING FRIEND 
$500 - $1,499
A & M Fletcher Family Fund
Andrew Azumudeh
Ian & Gwen Anderson  
Joan & Sean Booth
Bill Christensen
Gizella Davis
Alan Dornian
Darol Fonteyne
J-P Fournier
John & Audrey Fry
Michael Gerken
Michele Gunn

Dr. Erika Hargesheimer & Dr. Brent 
Warren
Kally Krylly
John Martin
Ann McCaig
Peter McIntyre
Marilyn Milavsky
Brian Mills & Susan Tyrrell  
Katharine Mills
Dr. Darlene Montgomery
Asheley & Paul Newmarch
Gail & Barry Pollock  
Shannon Rabuka
Irfhan Rawji
Clayton Rice
Michael Ross
Raymond Rystephanick
Mark Saar
Ken & Barbara Smith  
Shannon Stevenson & Andrew Cook  
Douglas & Laurie Strother  
Daniel & Molly Wares
Tatiana Willumsen
Susan & Mark Wittrup
Robert Woodrow
Robert Worthingham

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND 
$250 - $499
Three Anonymous Donors
ProArts Art Society
Sandy Atkinson
Ian Burgess
Gillian Cowan
Richard Dahonick
Alfred de Witte
M. John Gill & Carole Chambers
Ian Hawkins
Catherine Joy Heaton
Lise Houle & Gary Molnar  
Sandra Hunt McDonald
Roger Keefe
Louis Kelemen, Sr
Jana Kristin & Michael O’Connor  
Igor Kwetny
Nancy Lazar
William Lee
Robert & Linda Lesoway  
David Lyons
Outi McEachern
Peter McIntyre
Bruce & Bonnie McMillan  
Susanne L Nearing
Mary Nixon
Erika Pochailo
Lyle Rebbeck
Natalia Romanova 
Robert Rooney & Jean-Ann 
Naysmith Rooney
Nuno Silva
Paul Van den Eynden
Caroline Weisgerber
Theresa Yearwood

SUPPORTING FRIENDS 
$100- $249
Four Anonymous Donors
Darryl Aarbo
Peter & Beth Adams  
Chris Annand
Tamarah Rose Antares
Diane & Les Antoniuk  
Patricia Austin-Edy
Benoit Beauchamp
Pieter Bessem
Carmen Binns-Davis
Gwenn Boryski
Diane Boutin
Virginia Bradbury
Ian Burgess  
Geoff Burrowes
David & Sebina Butts  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Sarah L Caldwell
Marie Cameron
Heather Dee Campbell
Adam Casole-Buchanan
Bruce Clark
James Conley
Greg Coupal
Carol Craig
Anne-Marie Crawford
Tracy Cumberbatch
Nina d’Abadie
Gizella Davis
Nel Deman
Tita DeRousseau
John & Mari Jo deWaal  
Ann Donald
Earl & Judy Dreeshen  
Graeme Duff
Denis & Pat Duke  
Barb Engel
Alan Ernst
Dale Fair
Philippa FitzGerald-Finch
David & Dale Fisher  
Natasha Gandha
Val Goodrow
Donna Grandan
Jan Grier
Lis Guggenberger
Emily Hamper
Charles Helmer
Gail Ann Hinchliffe
John Humphrey
Jean H. Kensit
Sandra Lucia Karim
Amelia Kiddle
Sheila Kirkland
Barbara Klaassen
Kelleigh A. Klym, MD
Lorraine Kneier
Evelyn Ko
Yrjo Koskinen
Pat Kover
Carol & Garry Lamb
John Laurence
Rob & Susan LeRouzic
Karen Leung
Neil Likely
Bonita Limpert
Anne Long
Maurice Lorieau
Sandra Lucas
Ian Lucy
William Mackay
Lucretia Martenet
Evelyne Mauro
Pamela McCallum
Karen McCullough
J.R. & Donna McDonald
Glenda McLean
Elizabeth Milner
Goldie Morgentaler
Eswina Ngai
Dr. Brian Norford
Taylor Oetelaar
Marilyn Olynek
Richard Oppenheim
Bruce & Branca Pachkowski  
Marie Patton
Leanne Percifield
Margaret Peyto
Conrad & Mary Porth  
Sir Francis C. R. Price
Elsie Ross
Kyle Russell 
Milada Rysan
Mackenzie Schick
Yvonne Schmitz & Betty Sherwood  
Barbara Schneider
Jerry & Fay Schwartz  
Bruce Seifred & Oksana Sobko
Robert & Tamara Seiler  
Cindy Skrukwa
Penny Smith
Theresa Smith
Doug Soeder

Donna Steffes
Joanne Steinmann & Roger Pilkington  
Robert Such
Amir Tavakoli
Richard Taylor-Kerr
Wendy Thomas
John Thompson
Patricia Udokang
Saida Vuk
Stephen Wagner
Caroline Weisgerber
Ron Westcott
Shortgrass/Patrick & Marj Windle
Laura Wright
Margaret Yacyshen
Barbara Young
Janet Yuchem
Albert & Frieda Zagorsky  
Herrat Zahner

PATRON GIVING 
$20- $99
Four Anonymous Donors
Dayn and Lara Barlow
Samantha Begelfor
Chelsea Belcourt
Glaide Benjamin
Jana Bodie
Judy Boyes
William Bridge
Cal Buchanan
Shawna Burke-Martin
Anita Carey
Marina Chapoval
Kaitlynn Copithorne
Robert Cormack
Sandra Davenport
Christoper Daniels
Lara Day
Kathleen de Caen
Richard Dickson
Anita Dodd
Colleen Dow
Corinne Dyke
Debbie Ekkel
Ernst Enns
June Ferguson
Linda M. Fraser
Indira & Terry Fridhandler
Taraneh Ghaffari
John Gilpin
Jennifer Gordon
Lawrence Gordon & Juliette Lemieux-
Gordon  
Jesse Greenwell
Annette Hall
Indra Harry
Andrea Hejtmanek
Holly Hykawy
Andree Iffrig
Gail Ingelson
Helen Isaac
Emilio Iuliani
Jeff Jackman
Ann Jackson
Charlotte Lee Jacobson
Antonietta M. Jolles
Lisa & Rene Joly
Ilya Kabanov
Tibor Kaldor
Shauna Kelly
Eric Kettner
Cecile Kidner
Christine Kincel
Barbara King
Ihor Kolomijchuk
Holly Kostiuk
Theresa Lea
Allison Leonhardt
Sylvia Madder
Ian Martin
Holly McAndrews
Kirk McClain
Tammy McDowell
Joanne McNair
Amanda Miller

Elizabeth Millham
Jamai Moltzahn
John Mostowich
Tomohiro Nakagaki
Marshall Netherwood
Mariana Nitu
Rick Nowosad
Maria Ochoa
Maureen Jenkins Pender
Hope & Irwin Rajesky 
Elizabeth Raniszewski
Janis Rapchuk
Shari Reeves
Rudolf Frans Rietveld
Elizabeth Ritter
Marilynn Russell
Dr. Linda Sabatini, PHD
Bob Sargent
Nicole Scheck
Liudmila Shcherbakova
Mary Shelford
Cheryl Sinfield
Melanie Snider
Rudolf Sorge
Anne Stang
Joy Starr & John Dumonceaux  
Lindsay Sturrock
Katy Takaoka
Patricia Thom
Helen Tian
Raymond Todd  
Connor Twohig
Tucci Family
Elaine Van Oyen
Ronnie Wassill
Eva Weckl
Archie and Gloria Wells
Andrew Wilson
Ellen Marie Louise Witt
Allison Wolfe
Lauren Woods
Mae Yuchem & Barbara Chang

LEGACY SOCIETY
Two Anonymous Donors
Micheline Barbeau
Don Edie
David & Beverley Foy
Brian Grasmuck
Heather Kitchen
Greta Raymond
Milada Rysan
Monica Sloan & John Evison
Joanne Stalinski

GIFTS MADE IN MEMORY OF
Thomas Fishbourne
Johanna Heuver
Patricia Johnson
Dr. Margaret Pearson
Margaret Taylor
Biba Tharp
Marian Williams
Madeleine Yarranton

GIFTS MADE IN HONOUR OF
Iain Cullen
David Keith
Heather Kitchen (2)
Carole Orr
Gordon Ritchie, Debbie Ritchie, & 
Monica Sloan
Marian Williams

FOUNDATIONS
Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 
Foundation
Edmonton Community Foundation
Nickle Family Foundation
United Way Centraide Canada
United Way of Calgary and Area, 
Donor Choice Program
Williamson Family Foundation

These lists include gifts made from January 15, 2023 to March 15, 2024. 
Every effort is made to ensure the above lists are accurate. Please email any errors or omissions to giving@calgaryopera.com
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CALGARY OPERA GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES  
THE SUPPORT OF:

CALGARY OPERA IS SUPPORTED BY THE FOLLOWING FUNDS AT 
CALGARY FOUNDATION:

Roy, Hazel and Nancy Austin Fund

Alan D Castle Endowment for the Arts

Calgary Opera Endowment Fund

Ted and Yanka Cochrane Memorial Designated Fund

Carol Gray, Goals and Assists Fund

Osten Victor Fund

Jackie and George Palmer Fund

Pyke Family Fund

The Donald Terry Swystun Charitable Fund

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Ackah Law

Best Western

CBN Commercial Solutions

Chocolate Lab

Corporate Stays 

Corporate Suites of Calgary

Devour Catering

ExecuSuite 

HarderLee Photography           

Kensington Wine Market

Little Rock Printing

New Jack Films

Nigel Goodwin

Pluto Pictures

Shareworthy 

Shauna Hartsook

Special Event Rentals

The Printing House

Vovia
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OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS
Peaseblossoms | Season Floral Sponsor

The Academy, Powered by Heavens Fitness  | Artist Fitness Sponsor

MEDIA SPONSORS

PRODUCTION AND PROGRAM SPONSORS

OPERA TALKSMAMDANI OPERA CENTRE

MCPHEE ARTIST  
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

SEASON SPONSOR

MCPHEE ARTIST PATRONS
Leslie Dort, in memory of Stephen Dayneka

Eleanor Gabriele

Lorna Hruby

Verne & Dawn Johnson

Joyce & David Keith

Rochelle Rabinovitz

Joan & Geoffrey Simmins

Joanne Stalinski

Marian Williams 
     Dr. R.G. (Bud) Williams Emerging Artist   
     Scholarship Fund 

PROJECTOR SPONSOR
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BOX OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION  
Mamdani Opera Centre 

1315 7 Street SW, Calgary, Alberta T2R 1A5 

info@calgaryopera.com  |  403-262-7286

BOX OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday  

9:00am – 5:00pm 

(except holidays)

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
HENRY CHOY CPA, CA Director of Finance & 
Administration

AIRILEA MACKENZIE Bookkeeper

OPERATIONS
PARTH BRAHMBHATT Manager of IT & 
Innovation

SUSAN MCNAIR REID Operations Manager

NIMRODEL WHITING Company Manager

ARTISTIC
EMILY HAMPER Head Coach & Associate 
Chorus Director

MEL KIRBY Manager, McPhee Artist 
Development Program

MARK MORASH Chorus Director & Artist-in-
Residence

EVAN MOUNCE Répétiteur

EDUCATION 
PATRICIA KESLER Education & Community 
Engagement Manager

DALLAS HAYES-SPARKS Community 
Ambassador

STEPHANIA ROMANIUK Community 
Ambassador

SUE ELLIOTT 
General Director & CEO 

JONATHAN BRANDANI 
Artistic Director

CALGARY OPERA STAFF

DON EDIE Chair
LACHLIN MCKINNON Vice Chair
JEFFREY KAHANE Corporate Secretary
KIMBERLY WESTMAN Treasurer
TINA ANTONY Past Chair
CRAIG GOLINOWSKI Director
AMANDA HALL Director
MIRELA HITI Director

FUND DEVELOPMENT
STEPHANIE KALLAY Associate Director of 
Development

MADISON CRAIG Donor Relations Coordinator 
CAITLIN RUSSELL Development Officer - 
Grants, Foundations & Strategic Partnerships
MACKENZIE STORM Event & Engagement 
Coordinator

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
NOREE CLAERHOUT Director of Marketing & 
Communications

VERITY BOYD Audience Services Supervisor

LAURA CASTLE Box Office & Audience 
Services Manager

ANASTASIIA HAIDUCHENKO Digital 
Marketing Specialist

TAYLOR MATHESON Marketing & 
Communications Specialist

PRODUCTION
CODY STADEL Director of Production

BRETT JOHNSON Assistant Technical Director

SHARIE HUNTER Director
JALAL JETHA Director
MICHAEL LOUGHLEAN Director
JACKIE PYKE Director
GRETA RAYMOND Director
DR. NUREEN SUMAR Director
JERILYN WRIGHT Director
ARIANE YOUNG Director
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UPCOMING EVENTS  CALENDAR UP NEXT AT CALGARY OPERA

2024/25 SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL DEADLINE 
Friday, May 3 

Buy your subscription package before May 3 for the best 
seats at the best prices, and free exchanges.

WONDERLAND 
Friday, May 10 | The Brownstone

Expect the unexpected, Indulge in curiosity, and get to 
know the captivating world of opera while socializing with 
your crowd, cocktail in hand.

ALL SINGLE TICKETS AND EVENTS ON SALE 
Monday, June 10

All individual Main Stage and Event & Experience tickets 
are on sale at 10 AM. Book early for the best availability!

ARIAS & ALES 
Sunday, September 15 | Best of Kin Social

Now with two seatings! Easygoing vibes and live per-
formances from Calgary’s best local artists. Bring your 
friends, sip a craft brew, and enjoy delicious bites curated 
by Best of Kin’s culinary wizards.

OPERA AFTER DARK 
Thursday, September 26 | Mamdani Opera Centre

Nights like no other, are you and your crowd ready? 
Immersive adventures with a taste of opera await the 
connected, the curious, and the bold.

For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit 
CALGARYOPERA.COM 

or contact Audience Services at 403-262-7286



TICKETS AT CALGARYOPERA.COM/WONDERLAND


